Evidence   for   Prosecution.
Dr Arthur A. D. Townsend
in dissipating any erroneous ideas she may have. I am obliged
to you for the kind remarks contained in your letter, and I
only regret that I was not able to discharge Mrs. Armstrong
as recovered. With regard to the account, this will be
adjusted by the auditor when he comes. I may say the
advanced deposit, ,£81 18s., in accordance with our custom, is paid
into our current account, and there is no accrued interest, I
shall hope at a later date to hear that you are able to report that
Mrs. Armstrong is perfectly well."
There is a final letter (exhibit 24)—cc Dear Major Armstrong,
—I was grieved to hear from the matron yesterday that she
had seen in the Morning Post a notification of the death of
your wife, and let me offer you my deepest sympathy. I did
not hear that Mrs. Armstrong had been ill. Was there any
sudden development? When Mrs. Armstrong came to us there
was a good deal of heart weakness, but we thought that this
had to a great extent passed off. Again let me assure you of
my sympathy in your great trouble." I was surprised to hear
of Mrs. Armstrong's death. From her physical condition when
she left the hospital on 22nd January I had no cause to anticipate
her early death. I had no answer to that last letter from Mr.
Armstrong.
Cross-examined by Sir H, cubtis bennett—I found a wasting
in the muscles of the limbs of Mrs. Armstrong in September. It
increased For a few weeks. That was caused to some extent by
her being ill in bed and disused. She was a case of acute melan-
cholia. Her delusions were all of that nature. Upon examining
her urine I found albumen. It was again examined about a week
or so after her admiason, but I have no knowledge of any further
examination. After the 29th I have no record one way or the
other as to albumen having been found.
A point has been made about Mrs. Armstrong having been
discharged at the request of Major Armstrong from your home.
As I understand it, in the event of a death, all that you would
require would be a report from the doctor attending, and to be
satisfied that that doctor could properly give a death certificate?—
That is all I should require. Once I had that I would not consider
it incumbent upon me to make further inquiries. The letter
dated 24th August, two days after Mrs. Armstrong was admitted
to the home, is my letter. In that letter I say, " There is no
material change in your wife's mental state, her heart is distinctly
feeble, and J[ am sorry to say that there is albuminuria, but she
is taking all the nourishment ordered, and is having a good
amount of sleep. Mrs. Armstrong is very confused. She rambles
in conversation, and to-day there is a considerable amount of
difficulty in getting her to remain in bed, but, of course, in her
debilitated state this is absolutely ^ssential." That was my view
on the 24th August.
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